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Understanding the social purpose of Confederate monuments begins by understanding the
reasons the South fought the Civil War –above all, to create an independent, slave-holding
republic
Confederate monuments were intended to perpetuate the white South’s interpretation of the Civil
War, which came to be known as the Lost Cause.
- The Lost Cause was an organized movement to deny that secession or slavery had been
wrong and to defend the white southerner’s sense of honor and vindicate their actions
- The primary and interrelated purposes of Confederate monuments were to:
o Honor Confederate soldiers
 Recognize their service and affirm their honor and manhood
o Vindicate the white South
 Symbolize that the white South had acted nobly and honorably
 Celebrate the Confederate cause as right and just
o Promote a rigid, fixed racial and social order
The vast majority of Confederate monuments were built by the United Daughters of the
Confederacy (UDC)
- Most were erected between 1894 and World War I, during the height of UDC influence
as an organization
- UDC efforts to build monuments were part of a broad agenda to vindicate their
Confederate ancestors, in some cases their fathers and grandfathers, for their wartime
losses
- The UDC sought to ensure that the principles for which they went to war, namely states
rights and the preservation of the system of slavery, would be preserved and perpetuated
by future generations of white southerners
Confederate monuments can be found in the U.S. Capitol’s Statuary Hall
- The National Statuary Hall Collection is comprised of 100 statues, two from each state,
that honor persons notable in those states’ history
- Twelve of the statues memorialize individuals who either fought for the Confederacy or
were active in Confederate politics
- Confederate monuments placed in Statuary Hall by southern states is a result of alliance
between UDC and lawmakers
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